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1- Throughout Shakespeare's tragedy Macbeth , light symbolizes good ,and dark stands for evil.
Compare and contrast the character of Lady Macbeth to Williams' Blanche Du Bois in their
reaction towards light and darkness .

2- How does the imagery of light and darkness work through the two plays of Macbeth and
Astreetcar ?

3- How do Blanche's many baths influence the action of the drama ? Compare her action to Lady

Macbeth's striving to cleanse her hands from the smell and stains of blood. ( Act V, scene 1)




Lady Macbeth

Macbeth’s wife, a deeply ambitious woman who lusts for power and position. Early in the play she seems to be the stronger and more ruthless of the two, as she urges her husband to kill Duncan and seize the crown. After the bloodshed begins, however, Lady Macbeth falls victim to guilt and madness to an even greater degree than her husband. Her conscience affects her to such an extent that she eventually commits suicide. At the beginning of the play, Macbeth and Lady Macbeth apparently feel quite passionately for one another, and Lady Macbeth exploits her sexual hold over Macbeth as a means to persuade him to commit murder. However, their shared alienation from the world, occasioned by their partnership in crime, does not bring them closer together, but instead seems to numb their feelings for one another.
Strong images of light and dark are used throughout Macbeth to represent each character. A prime example of this theme is Lady Macbeth, who Shakespeare uses to portray a general sense of good versus evil in the play. In the beginning of the play, Lady Macbeth receives word that if Duncan were to die then Macbeth could receive the crown and become king. The first words spoken by Lady Macbeth are a very similar recount of the three witches' words. This is her first step in becoming an evil character. By Shakespeare comparing Lady Macbeth to the three witches, who are apparently the root of darkness, so early in the play, it appears that Lady Macbeth may become as dark and evil as the three witches themselves. In the same scene Lady Macbeth admits that there is too much kindness in the world, and further reveals the darkness of her nature
Lady Macbeth apparently pushes Macbeth to murder Duncan because of her own desire to be the ruling queen. By calling out to these spirits that tend on darkness, she becomes more shrouded in the darkness that is around her. Feeling guilty about the evil deeds she had masterminded and convinced Macbeth to help her with, she pleads with Macbeth to stop the madness and murdering as he plans for Banquo's murder. The darkness in her personality that is evident in her first appearance is only a foreshadowing of what may come. She is a primary example of dark and light, and also life and death. As Lady Macbeth becomes more aware of the darkness around her, and her guilt becomes overwhelming, she begins to go insane. Lady Macbeth shows how coldhearted she is in her sick declaration of what she would do to gain access to the throne. Assumptions of Macbeth's personality; "Yet I do fear thy nature:/ It is too full o'the milk of human kindness/ to catch the nearest way" (I. It is revealed that Lady Macbeth now sleep walks and she is constantly seen with a candle in her hand; "Why, it stood by her: she has light by her continually.
